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The NERCESSsITY and UTILITY 
of the Conduct of Govern« 
ment towards AMERICA, 


conciſely, but clearly ſtated. 


To LORD NORTH. Wy. 


My Lox! 


A T a Period in which your manly and ſpi- 
rited conduct had defeated every oppoſition 
to government, and filenced the tongue of envy 
and malice, one ſingle meaſure (miſunderſtood 
by your enemies) has given ſome life to an 
expiring cauſe, which, being unſupported by 
truth and public virtue, was juſt on the point 
of ſinking into oblivion. 
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My Lord, the meaſure alluded to, is that 
which, in a ſhort time, has occaſioned many 
words, and ſevere but unmerited reflections 
about America. 


LY 
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An oppoſition to Adminiſtration founded in 
virtue is a noble ſtruggle of the human mind, 
compatible with and peculiar to the excellent 
conſtitution of a free ſtate and a ſpirited people: 


: 


And an oppoſition on ſuch ſalutary principles, 
as thoſe of truth and public virtue, I am ſure 
will not diſguſt but give pleaſure to your Lord- 
ſhip; becauſe, however miſtaken mankind may 
be in their opinions, it is the generous effort 
of a noble mind, when the motive ariſes 
from, and tends to, the point of honor and 
virtue, 


My Lord, had theſe been the public prin- 
ciples of your enemies, who, from very miſ- 
taken notions of America, now promiſe them- 
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ſelves 
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ſelves great advantages; had they been nobly 
animated in their country's cauſe, and ſhewn, 
by the moderation of their conduct, that their 
views were ſolely directed to the good of man- 
kind, and to the welfare of this nation, I am 
fully convinced in my own mind that your Lord- 
ſhip would have been the firſt to admire their 
public zeal, however they might be miſtaken 
in their opinion of your adminiſtration : But 
that the preſent oppoſition to your meaſures 
concerning America, is not founded on true 
patriotic principles, will evidently appear from 
the falſe alarms and the inflammatory accounts 
which are artfully and maliciouſly circulated 
through the nation, merely to anſwer the pur- 
poſes of an expiring and diſappointed party; who 
can only expect to raiſe themſelves into public 
notice by the confuſion which their miſrepreſen- 
tations occaſion, Therefore the preſent oppo 
ſition to the Miniſtry (if a few deſigning indi- 

viduals deſerve the name of party or oppoſition) | 
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may be juſtly compared to thoſe incendiaries 
who wantonly ſacrifice the peace, the property 
and ſometimes the lives of their neighbours for 
the ſake of the ſpoil; or, perhaps, more pro- 
perly, to thoſe mutinous and inhuman wretches 
who (having abandoned all ſenſe of ſhame and 
every tender feeling of humanity) endeavour 
to run a ſhip aſhore, and hazard the property 
and lives of numbers for the ſake of plunder, 
although they run the riſk of involving them- 
ſelves in the general cataſtrophe, 


Much, my Lord, has been faid on the ſub- 
ject of America on both ſides, but, in my hum- 
ble opinion, not much to the purpoſe. On theſe 
occaſions, (without which, oppoſition to Go- 
vernment could not long ſubſiſt) party takes 
every ungenerous advantage, and magnifies 
every object, that, for want of being underſtood, 
appears odious to the people. To impreſs the 
public mind with prejudices againſt Adminiſtra- 
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tion is the great aim of oppoſition ; and to 
ſtrengthen thoſe prejudices is their chief ſtudy. 
Hence the art which has been uſed to poiſon 
the minds of the people againſt the meaſures 
that concern America; and hence the cauſe of 
diſguſt which thoſe meaſures have given. Your 
enemies, my Lord, envious of the ſpirit and 
ſucceſs of your Adminiſtration, have miſrepre- 
ſented the ſteps taken relative to the refractory 
Colonies ; and your friends have not yet ſtated 
the caſe fairly, to undeceive the deluded part of 
the public, and to do juſtice to your Lordſhip's 
head and heart. On this intereſting occcaſion, 
I have obſerved the conduct of foes with pity, 
and of friends with concern. 


My Lord, although great liberties have been 
taken with Adminiſtration about their conduct 
towards America, I really do not know of any 
meaſures that are more deſerving of our appro- 
bation and admiration when placed in a true 


point 
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point of light, and viewed without the paſſions 
and prejudices of party, which are ever unjuſt 
to truth and merit. | 


Miniſters, like other men, may certainly be 
miſtaken, ſometimes; but in regard to America, 
I hope I ſhall, in a very few words, make it 
appear, to the full conviction of every candid 
mind, that they are perfectly right; and that 
they not only deſerve our warmeſt acknowledge- 
ments, but a ſtatue or buſto to perpetuate the 


Memory of Lord North, and the remembrance 
of his American meaſures. If I were imme- 1 
diately, before I proved it as clear as any demon- 
ſtration in Euclid; were I, at this inſtant, to 
affirm that your Lordſhip merits this tribute of 
gratitude from the trading 'part of the nation, P 
(who, were they candid and juſt to your ſuperior F | 
merit, would erect it at the Royal Exchange) 3 
perhaps I ſhould be laughed at; but when I 
have proved, by the following few words, how 

i much 
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much your Lordſhip deſerves ſuch a public com- 
pliment, the people will ceaſe to wonder at the 
aſſertion ; and men of ſenſe and candor will 
gratefully acknowledge that in what I have 
advanced, I have religiouſly adhered to the 
truth. 


I hope, my Lord, I ſhall not be accuſed of 
preſumption, if I venture to obſerve that Po- 
liticians on the ſubje& of America, like un- 
ſkilful mariners, have got to every point of 
the compaſs but the true one. They ſail round 
the ocean of Politics, and ſteer every courſe but 
that which ſhould bring them into the port of 
truth, reaſon, and public virtue. 


If we take a view of one fide the queſ. 
tion, how exaggerated the ideas! how great the 
miſchief! Of the other, how inadequate the 
arguments ! how weak the defence ! The matter, 
though of great national importance, is, in my 
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opinion, reducible to a very narrow compaſs. 


I preſume the friends of government have only 
two points to elucidate, viz. the neceſſity and the 
utility, or the happy tendency of the meaſure, 
The firſt is ſelf-evident and acknowledged by 
every man of candor; and the laſt can eaſily be 
explained and underſtood, for the good effects 
are ſo very obvious as to be level with the moſt 
ordinary underſtanding when they are pointed 
out. The evils, therefore, of which the enc- 
mies to the miniſtry complain are like the 
apprehenſions of fick men, which exiſt only in 
a diſtempered imagination. 


Conſciouſneſs of the competency of your 
maſterly abilities and of the goodneſs of your 
own heart, your Lordſhip is ſecure in the 
happy tendency of your American meaſures ; 
unſhaken by envy and malice, and equally 
unconcerned about the contracted ideas of 
friends, and the miſrepreſentations of foes. 

a This 
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This calm and ſteady conduct certainly denotes 
a great mind, and proves, to the confuſion of 
the oppoſite party, that nothing can ſhake the 
noble purpoſe of your ſoul, whoſe primary and 
ultimate object is the ſecurity and permanent 
happineſs of your country : but though your 
Lordſhip is happy in a good conſcience, and in 
the heart-felt ſatisfaction that your meaſures are 
calculated to anſwer the great purpoſes of the 
nation; yet, my Lord, I apprehend, there is 
ſomething due to the peace of mankind, who 
ought to be ſet right in matters which eſſentially 
concern them, that they may do juſtice to the 
noble author of their happineſs, and be no longer 
the dupes of artful and defigning men, who, 
by miſrepreſentations, impoſe on their credulity 
and good nature. 


The abſurd and impolitic repeal of the ſtamp 
act, fo unreaſonable in itſelf and ſo diſgraceful 
to authority, was a conceſſion repugnant to the 
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idea of government, and, at the ſame time, 
ſuch a ſacrifice of power and revenue that has 
operated very much againſt that ſubordination 
vhich every ſtate reaſonably requires, and which 
every component part of a Nation owes to the 
ſupreme authority, One ill-judged conceſſion, 
or, at leaſt, one miſtake on this fide the Atlantic, 
has occafioned a number on that. Miſtaking 
for a Right what was a Favor, or rather a ſacri- 
fice in their favor, the Americans have progreſ- 
ſively ſtept out of the path of reaſon and duty ; 
and ſo far are they advanced in their error 
as not to be able to find their way back to 
a ſenſe of their neceſſary dependency and true 
intereſt, 


In this hazardous ſituation, every principle of 
policy and virtue called aloud for the interpoſi- 
tion of government to bring the colonies to a 
ſenſe of what they owe to themſelves and to the 
mother country. Adminiſtration at laſt heard 

| . the 
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the voice of truth, reaſon and virtue, and inter- 
poſed for the common good. Such however is 
the depravity of human nature, that a change 
from bad to good is often attended with great 
difficulty and ſome reproach. Great as the 
neceſſity of a reformation was, ſome men were 
found to complain becauſe i diſappointed the 
proſpects they had of thriving at the expence of 


virtue and their country. Theſe men, who live 


by the ſpoil which anarchy and confuſion occa- 
ſion, complain loudly of the injuſtice of every 
neceſſary meaſure of a good Government that 

puts an end to their party views and ſelfiſh de- | 
ſigns. They, my Lord, are the men who com- 
plain of the meaſures concerning America ; but 
men of ſenſe and public virtue ſee and gratefully | 
acknowledge the good conduct of Adminiſtration, 
in that reſpe&, and heartily approve and admire 
that neceſſary ſubordination which the ſupreme 
authority of Great Britain requires of her Colo- 


nies, becauſe they are ſenſible that the requiſition 
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is founded on Reaſon, Juſtice and good Govern- 
ment. Great Britain does not impoſe an arduous 
taſk on the Americans, nor take their money 
out of their pockets after the example of arbi- 
trary States; but, in the moſt reaſonable and 
gentle manner, requires only an acknowledge- 
ment of her ſupreme authority and that natural 
and reaſonable dependence which the Colonies 
owe to their parent State. 


So much for the reaſon, the juſtice and the 
moderation of Adminiſtration relative to Ame- 
rica. Now, my Lord, permit me to ſhew the 
utility of their meaſures in regard to Trade, 
Manufactures, and Revenue. 


Great pains have been taken by oppoſition to 
give the people the moſt exaggerated ideas of 
the miſchief which the conduct of Great Britain 
to her Colonies would do to our trade and ma- 
nufactures. It has been ſaid in the moſt poſi- 
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tive manner, and with an air of triumph, by 
the enemies of Government, that the meaſures 
taken in regard to America, would ruin our 
trade and greatly leſſen the public revenue. 
My Lord, I will venture to ſay there cannot be 
a greater miſtake ; for thoſe who are acquainted 
with the American trade and the preſent ſtate of 
their markets, will agree with me that they will 
have a contrary effect: Inſtead of doing conſi- 
derable harm, the meaſures will abſolutely 
do a great deal of good to trade; and the 
happy effects of the conduct of the Miniſtry, 
in this inſtance, will perhaps do more honor 


to Lord North than all the reſt of his ſpirited 
actions. 


It is well known by the merchants who trade 
to America, that their markets are at preſent ſo 
much glutted with goods, that, if an affair of 
this ſort had not happened to put a ſtop to ex 


portation to America, it would have ruined 


many 


[LW re 


— — DD * I” 2 — 2 - 
— . l on; r 


= . 2 * 
22 — 27 Bs canes —_ - I 89 6423 9 
* 


2 —— — —— 
1 * — — 


- - — 
hand a <<. * — ——_ 
T * _ * — — 

— * - * th” 

2 * a; * 


—_— 


[16 ] 


many of our traders who have great property 
there in goods, and others who would have 
ſent more to increaſe the ſtock and the evil- 
This providential ſtop (I may term it) will pre- 
vent that calamity, and give time to ſell to 
greater advantage the ſtock in the Colonies z 
and. that advantage will fully compenſate for 
ſuſpending the trade. If fewer orders come for 
a year or two, the returns will be larger by and 
by; and when the goods which are now in 
America are ſold, the orders will undoubtedly 
be renewed, as there is a moral certainty that a 
reconciliation will by that time take place, ſince 
it is evidently the intereſt of both Countries to 
have a good underſtanding. What has there- 
fore been repreſented as a great hardſhip and a 
national grievance, is evidently a public bleſſing 
and one of the moſt ſeaſonable and happy events 
that could attend our manufactures and trade 
to America, And I will be bold to affirm that 
the meaſures in general concerning the Colonies 
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have 
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have their foundation in neceſſity and good 
policy, and their tendeney in reaſon and public 
virtue. Although they have been ſtrangely 
miſrepreſented by deſigning men, who are ene- 
mies to good order and neceſſary government, and 


their object miſunderſtood by many credulous 


perſons on both ſides the Atlantic; yet men of 
experience and candor, both in England and in 
America, acknowledge they are judiciouſly calcu- 
lated to preſerve the order and nature of things, 
and to promote the happineſs of the Colonies, 
ile they ſecure the neceſſary authority and 
intereſt of the Mother Country. 


As to the conduct of oppoſition in the Colo- 


nies, it is founded in the prejudices and blind 
paſſions of party, who miſtake their own intereſt 
by miſtaking the defigns'of Government: And 
hence it is that their proceedings are as abſurd 
as they are violent. For inſtance: The non- im- 
portation agreement, which is intended as a curſe, 
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will operate as a great bleſſing; for, by pre- 
venting an inundation of goods in the Colonies, 
and the Bankruptcies it would occaſion, it will 
certainly have the moſt happy effect; and though 
undeſigned, it will render the moſt eſſential ſer- 
vice to the trade and manufactures of this coun- 
try, and give that ſecurity and ſolidity to CREDIT 
which has long been wanted. I repeat it, (be- 
cauſe it is an important truth) the non- impor- 
tation will put commerce upon a better foun- 
dation and re-eſtabliſh the finking credit of the 
American trade ; which, on account of the great 
glut of goods at all the Colonies, would ſoon have 
received a fatal SHOCK, had not the timely in- 
terpoſition of the Miniſtry, like the hand of 


Providence, prevented it. 


To conclude : The American meaſures, like 
thoſe of the gold coin, may at firſt occafion ſome 
uneaſineſs, but when properly attended to and 


fully underſtood, they will appear a maſter-ſtroke 
of 
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of policy that tends to eſtabliſh credit upon a 
firmer baſis, and lays a judicious foundation on 
which Great Britain and her Colonies, by under- 
ſtanding their natural connection and true in- 
tereſt, may raiſe a noble ſuperſtructure. 


Mx LoRp, 


T have the Honor to be, 
With great Reſpect, 
Your Loradſhip's 
Very humble and 


Moſt Obedient Servant, 


AMERICANUS. 
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P. S. We had an inſtance of the good effect 
of a non- importation, when trade to America was 
ſuſpended by the Sraur-Acr. The ſuſpence 
(as if it were an act of Providence) prevented an 


overflow of goods at market, and the ruinous 


conſequences; gave time to ſell the large ſtock 
in America, which from that accident, luckily 
fetched conſiderably more than the goods would 


have ſold for had more been ſent out; as it is 


well known that a great glut and an old ſtock 
ruins the market and the trader. What was 
therefore, at that time, thought a great hard- 
ſhip and a terrible grievance, turned out a very 
great bleſſing. The merchants got off their old 
ſtock, received quicker and larger returns; and 
trade in general with the Colonies, which was 
on the brink of ruin by the markets being over- 
ſtocked, became briſk ; as every obſtruction was 
removed, and the channels of trade were open 
and clear to ſuch adventurers as choſe to engage 


in them; The individual was benefited, and 
535 3 | the 
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the State ſhared the advantage. Another glut 
at the American markets has again happened, 
and therefore a ſtop io trade for a while, (no 
matter whether by a Non-IMPORTATION agree- 


ment of the Colonies, or a Non-ExeorTATION 
from hence), will undoubtedly have the ſame 
happy effects, 


Hence it is evident that the ſo much threaten- 
ed general act of the Colonies for a non-impor- 
tation of goods from Great Britain, which is in- | 
tended as a ſevere puniſhment and a great pre- 
judice, will have a very contrary effect, by ren- 
dering the moſt eſſential ſervice to the trade, 
manufactures and credit of this country. This 
truth is ſo clear and the advantages ſo great, 


that the more general the non - importation agree- 


ment becomes in the Colonies, the greater will 
be the benefit to this Nation. The ableſt friends 
of Government could not have thought of, and 
carried expeditiouſly into execution, a meaſure 3 
better 


better calculated for the advantage of Great Bri- 


have great quantities of goods in America, and 


and the American trade in general. 


knowledgements are wholly due to Lord North, 
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tain than this ſtep of their enemies. When it 
is fully underſtood, the whole trading part of the 
Nation will rejoice ; and the merchants, who 


could not get returns becauſe the markets were 
over- ſtocked, will be happy to think they ſhall. 
ſell their property and avoid the misfortune with 
which a glut threatened them in particular, 


No thanks, however, are due to the Colonies 
for theſe great advantages, which were not in- 
tended by them: They are the happy effects of : 
the judicious and ſpirited meaſures of Adminiſ- 
tration, and therefore our admiration and ac- 
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